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Staffing
Hawking class 
TEACHERS – Mrs Dey
TEACHING ASSISTANT – Mrs Brett

Dyson class 
TEACHER – Mrs Bates and Mrs Bruce (Miss Stapley – currently on maternity leave)
TEACHING ASSISTANT – Mrs Reed and Miss Brown

Armstrong Class
TEACHER- Mrs Rose
TEACHING ASSISTANT- Mrs Price and Miss Cook-Allen

If you would like to contact us there are various ways:
• having a chat at the end of school, via appointment
• phone the school out of teaching hours
• email
kdey@discovery.kent.sch.uk
rbates@discovery.kent.sch.uk
sbruce@discovery.kent.sch.uk
arose@discovery.kent.sch.uk

mailto:kdey@discovery.kent.sch.uk
mailto:rbates@discovery.kent.sch.uk
mailto:sbruce@discovery.kent.sch.uk
mailto:arose@discovery.kent.sch.uk


Yearly Overview



Year 5 Residential

The residential is in the planning stages.  
When we have a firm plan we will contact 
you in due course but we are hoping that 
it will be a unique, cost effective 
experience.





PPA time
While your child’s teacher is doing their PPA, their class will be 
taken by:

Armstrong: Mrs Price or Mrs Cook-Allen
Dyson: Mrs Reed
Hawking: Mrs Brett

They will be taking R.E. and Arithmetic as well as testing the 
children on their spellings.

PPA will be on a Tuesday afternoon.



Indoor Outdoor

Armstrong Friday afternoon Monday morning

Hawking Thursday
afternoon

Monday morning

Dyson Thursday
afternoon

Monday morning

In your PE bag you will need:

• T-shirt

• Shorts

• Plimsolls and trainers

• Socks

• Roll-on deodorant (optional)

• Navy tracksuit bottoms

• Warm navy top

• Earring tape /hair tie

• This term, Year 5 will have the 
opportunity to receive tennis 
coaching on a Tuesday 
afternoon. This will depend on 
the weather and will replace one 
of our other PE lessons.





The Importance of Reading



Do you want your child to be good at 
reading? 

Reading widely and for pleasure is the single 
biggest indicator of future success for 

children. Reading regularly from a wide range 
of quality literature has been proven in 

numerous studies to be the best thing your 
child could do to improve their overall 

academic performance and to encourage a 
life long love of learning.



The chart below shows the impact reading at home for 
just 20 minutes every night can have. It is staggering the 
difference just 20 minutes per day can make.



• Reading fluency
• Reading stamina
• Language and vocabulary 

comprehension
• Development and use of 

ambitious of vocabulary
• Spoken and written 

communication skills

Without regular reading AT HOME, children will 
struggle to develop a number of key skills which 
are essential to their future success.  These skills 
include:



• Reading Plus is an adaptive online reading programme which targets fluency, 
comprehension and motivation.

• Results of the 2019 SATs reading paper indicate a national dip in reading fluency 
and efficiency.

• Pupil voice indicates less motivation for reading in UKS2.
• As a school, we are addressing this through utilising the Reading Plus programme 

to target all pupils in Year 5 and 6.
• The online reading programme does a diagnostic assessment of pupils reading 

skills and attitudes in order to find their individual starting point.  
• It then creates a personalised programme which focuses on teaching reading 

fluency, knowledge of vocabulary and comprehension skills.  
• Motivation is targeted through choice of text, incentives and rewards.  
• Teachers will utilise and adapt the programme for class lessons, guided groups 

and homework tasks.

https://www.readingplus.com/
https://www.readingplus.com/






Extra Multiplication Practice!

Last year, each child was given a login to the new online resource TT 
Rock stars.  It would be fantastic if your child were to continue to use it 
at home.  Last year we noticed a real difference in the recall of the 
children’s multiplication tables by those children who used it regularly. 



Extra provision

Over and above Quality First Teaching, there are extra provisions 
put in place for children who need further support. Parents will 
be consulted about these provisions.



Homework Expectations
• Homework will be set on most Fridays and will be due in the 

following Wednesday.

• In Year 5, children are expected to complete an hour of 
homework weekly – this could include a maths task and an English 
task related to spellings, punctuation, grammar or reading 
comprehension.

• In addition, children should be reading on a daily basis as a 
hobby! Please try to listen to your child read to check their 
understanding regularly.

• Children are allowed ‘one day’s grace’: if homework is not 
brought in on Wednesday, they must bring this into school on 
Thursday. Please support us with this as it is important for Year 
6 and secondary preparation!

• If your child is consistently unable to bring in their homework, 
then they will spend a lunchtime catching up.

• If your child has difficulty understanding their homework, they 
need to see their class teachers or TAs as soon as possible. 



Web support

Miss Baker is in the process of creating 
pages on our website to help parents to 

support their children with their learning.



Expectations for presentation in all books and homework

Neatly written 
Learning Intention LI:

Written in pen
Under lined in pencil 

with a ruler



School Values

Friendship

Kindness

Honesty

Perseverance 

Respect
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Resilience

• In our school we have a Growth Mindset 
culture, we also encourage all children to be 
resilient.

• We encourage children to be resilient within 
their learning.

• We also support children to be resilient 
socially and emotionally.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FDyiUEn8Vw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FDyiUEn8Vw


Behavioural Expectations

• Being polite and respectful at all times to all 
members of the school community.

• Always putting in 100% effort in all

subjects.

• Acting as ambassadors of the school and as 
role models for younger pupils.



Sanctions

• Sanctions
– Teacher’s sanction linked to missing break/ 

lunch
–Parent Contact - if deemed necessary.  
– In addition, children will also be sent to 

Senior Leaders, Deputy Head then the 
Headteacher. 



Rewards

As a school the children can earn:
• house-points on a daily basis
• receive a Star of the Week 

certificate
• receive a postcard of praise
• achieve an Excellence Award 

• Each class also has their own 
individual reward systems



Secondary Transfer?
Now is the time to start thinking about secondary transfer for your child, you 
could:

- Look on secondary school websites to ‘get a feel’ for each school.

- Look on secondary school websites to identify if there are any experience 
days offered at that school that may interest your child.  These normally 
take place in the summer term in Year 5.

- Liaise regularly with your child’s class teacher regarding their progress and 
which type of secondary school would be suitable for their individual 
needs and interests.

- In May, there will be a meeting for all year 5 parents to discuss secondary 
transfer and the Kent Test registration process. This process is usually 
during July and children usually sit the test in the first few days of year 6.

- Regularly check the year 6 website as they update information on 
secondary transfer – ‘forewarned is forearmed!’

- Keep an open-mind when considering the right path for you child.

- If you have any further questions then Miss Wilce will be happy to answer 
them for you.



Communication 
• As a school we have an open door policy and welcome communication

from our parents. If you have any concerns, we would much rather
answer them directly as soon as possible. This could be done through
email, face to face conversation, telephone call or reading record
communication.

• Just a reminder that no Emails will be answered after 5pm Monday to
Friday or at any time during weekends and holidays.

• Staff will respond to Emails within 48 hours. If the email appears to be
a complex matter, we will invite you to come into school and meet with
us.

• If your enquiry is urgent please telephone the school office during the
school day.


